
 

 

Dear Students, Staff, Parents and Community Friends, 

Our 2016-17 season together is swiftly coming to an end.  As of today, we have spent 180 

instructional days collaborating on the many efforts that promote our children’s growth 

and learning as students and as community citizens.   

Today, kindergartners and their parents will be celebrating their successful acclimation 

to “school.”  Fifth graders and their families will begin to embrace the transition to the 

preteen world of middle school.  Eighth graders and their parents—now at the pinnacle 

of their K-8 adventure—may be feeling a bit dizzy about how quickly the elementary 

years have passed by, while simultaneously looking forward to high school.   

Sincere congratulations to all!   And let’s “remember to celebrate these milestones as 

you prepare for the road ahead.” (Nelson Mandela)  

 As a whole community, we raised $795K, through the Saratoga 

Education Foundation, to fund an enriched student P.E. (Rhythm & Moves), 

art, music, and education-technology curricula taught by specialists.  SEF also 

provided each school with an additional $14K grant to support site-specific, 

unique projects benefitting every student in SUSD. 

 

 Our schools’ Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) raised funds to bring 

supplemental educational opportunities to our students.  A partial list includes: 

at-school field trips, such as wildlife and visual and performing arts 

presentations, a ceramics experience, robotics, school garden enhancements, 

Spelling Bee, “International Night,” student clubs and more. 

 

 Redwood Sports Boosters once again resourced five full seasons of extra-

curricular team sports, including funding for coaches, referees, uniforms, 

equipment, awards and scholarships.  Go Griffins! 

 

 Saratoga Music Boosters’ generous support this year ensured extra-

curricular music instruction and performances for 400+ fourth through eighth 

graders.  This spring’s final concert hall performances featured very 



accomplished beginning-through-advanced strings and band groups, as well as 

choir and color guard.  

 

 Parent/guardian and community volunteers graciously fulfilled new 

school safety requirements this year; and as of today they are 637 strong—

serving our students and teachers in a wide variety of essential ways. 

 

 A task force of Redwood teachers, parents and administrators worked over 

the past eight months to gather information from current and alumni students, 

teachers, parents, community members, and similar middle schools in the area 

regarding how to strengthen Redwood Middle School’s already solid programs.  

We celebrate the RTF’s diligent work and exciting recommendations for 

improvements in the areas of community wellness, climate, culture, safety, 

electives and school schedule.  Over the summer, we will be begin planning a 

multi-year implementation plan. 

 

 An infusion of technology tools into the classroom is well-underway:  This 

school year, many Chromebooks and sets of iPads have been increasingly 

accessible to students.  In 2017-18, the ratio of students-to-devices in grades 4-8, 

will increase to 1:1.  K-3 classrooms will be resourced with devices at a ratio of 

2:1.  

 

 Sixth graders just completed year-one of field testing Stemscopes, a Next 

Generation Science Standards (NGSS) curriculum.  In 2017-18, the 4th 

through 8th graders will be introduced to Stemscopes, as well.  Grades K-3 will be 

transitioning to the new standards via NGSS-augmented, hands-on science Foss 

kits.  

 

 Toward more music opportunities at Redwood, a working group of 

parents, teachers and administrators studied all the variables at-play in 

integrating new strings groups (orchestra) into Redwood’s elective choices.  This 

fall, three new sections of orchestra will meet daily during the regular 

instructional day. 

 

 Added flexibility in Redwood’s course offerings:  The seventh grade 

language arts and social studies core timeframe will be reduced from the current 

three periods to two periods in 2017-18.  This shift will allow 7th graders to enjoy 

two electives instead of one.  Outcomes include the addition of STEM classes, a 

new writing elective and expanded flexibility to participate in music or Spanish, 

etc.  

 



 Science, technology, engineering, art and math (STEAM) 

“MakerSpaces,” “Fab Labs,” and/or school gardens (aka “Life Labs”), 

are under development at our schools.  These spaces, their tools, materials and 

learning stations are being continuously developed for student tinkerers and class 

projects.   

 

THANK YOU dedicated teachers and staff, generous community support organizations, 

volunteers and persevering students for completing the demanding, yet fruitful work of 

this school year!  Together we finished strong!  May you thoroughly enjoy renewing 

summer recess activities with family and friends! We look forward to our students’ 

return on Thursday, August 17th! 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

 

Nancy Johnson 

Superintendent 

  

  


